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	Reading at Home

Information for parents, regarding online resources and prompts to support reading


	[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading together at home is one of the most enjoyable and important ways in which you can help your child. As you share books you are helping improve your child’s reading skills and also showing them how important and enjoyable reading is. Reading books together, reading to your child, hearing them read, discussing reading techniques, stories, poems and non-fiction texts are all key ways to will help your child to develop into an able and accomplished reader and writer. 



	Here are some general tips for reading with your child, whether it be with a paper copy or digital copy:



[image: Research shows the importance of parents reading with children – even after  children can read]Make it fun! Enjoy reading together. Give characters funny voices and engage with the pictures. Make a game out of finding words that rhyme or start with the same sound.

Read to children 15 minutes a day. Whether you choose to read paper or digital books, reading daily for 15 minutes helps build children’s cognitive, language, motor, sensory and social skills.


Make a space. Have a special place or certain time when you read together.


[image: Reading Development and Skills by Age | Understood - For learning and  thinking differences]Get children involved in the story. When reading from a digital device, engage with children before, during and after the story to help them focus on and understand what’s being read to them. Ask children questions about the setting, characters and plot. Bring the story to life by using different voices for the characters. Make the story fun and enjoy your time together.


[image: The Power of Reading in 2021 - Teen Financial Freedom]Expand the learning with active play. Incorporate what children have learned from the story into active play. Active play is vital to development – in fact, World Health Organization recommendations urge young children to be more active. Encourage children to pretend to be characters, act out scenes from the story, or make a drawing inspired by the story.

Take control of the device. Parents using phones or tablets should hold the device in their hands when reading with young children. When storytime is over, put the device away.




Set a digital device curfew. When reading from a device that emits blue light (which can interfere with sleep), set a digital device curfew. Finish reading digital stories from blue-light emitting devices at least one hour before bedtime.








	Here is a resource bank of ideas for questions that may help you with sharing books and talking with your children about what they are reading at home.




During reading, encourage children to use expression, especially for the voices of different characters and punctuation used.

Discuss the punctuation on the page, for example, exclamation marks. Ask ‘What are these for? What should you do when you see an exclamation mark?’

You do not always have to read the entire book every night. Focus on 2 or 3 pages and talk about the characters, setting, and plot in a lot of detail. You might want to take it in turns so your child can hear how you read. 


Questions for EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

In the EYFS, children are beginning to explore books in a range of ways.  They will begin to tell stories by looking at the pictures, and should be using a range of sounds to sound out simple words and sentences by the end of Reception. Below are some questions and activities for you to think about to ensure your child is making the relevant progress.
· Can your child hold the book correctly, turning the pages carefully? 
· Can they make predictions, and suggest what might happen next? 
· Can they join in with repeated words or phrases that happen in the story? 
· Is your child beginning to identify individual letter sounds, saying them as they read them? 
· Can your child segment and blend simple words? (e.g. c-a-t, cat or f-ee-t, feet) 
· Are they able to read tricky words accurately and fluently (e.g. the, is, me, a, I) 
· Is your child beginning to read simple sentences? 

Activities: 
· Picture Walk – Have your child tell the story by looking at the pictures.  What do they think is happening in this story?  Who are the main characters?  What is the problem in the story?  Where does the story take place? 
· Key Word Hunt – Identify a tricky word or key word for your child to find (e.g. the, my, is) then see if your child can find the word in their book. 
· Reading Finger – Model using your reading finger to point to the words as you read.  Can they follow along with you, saying the sounds? 
· Re-Read the Book – Re-reading is an important way to develop language and literacy in the Early Years.  By re-reading books, your child will learn new words, develop strong speech patterns, and begin to recognise letters and sounds. 

After Reading Activities: 
· Can your child retell the story in order?  First, next, suddenly, finally 
· Draw a story map of the story.  What happened in the beginning, middle, and end of the story? 
· Write a sentence using key words from the story.  Now can you chop up the sentence and put it back in order, like a puzzle? 
· Act out your favourite part of the story.  



Questions for Key Stage One (Year 1 and 2)

By the time they leave Year 2, your child must be able to read accurately and fluently without overt sounding and blending. Below are some questions for you to think about to ensure your child is making the relevant progress.

· Is your child responding speedily with the correct sounds when reading? 
· Are they able to accurately blend sounds in unfamiliar words? 
· Are they confidently able to read common exception words in age-appropriate books? 
· Towards the end of Year 2, are they able to read words accurately and fluently without overt sounding and blending?

Throughout their whole class reading sessions, the children will be taught a number of different reading strategies. For these to become embedded, it would be ideal for the children to continue to practice these at home (with an adult where necessary). Below are some questions you can ask your child to support them in their learning of the reading strategies:
 
Clarifying: Checking the text makes sense to them and rereading when it doesn’t. They should also begin to discuss new vocabulary and what it means to them.
Questions:
Did that sentence make sense? What should we do if we read something that doesn’t make sense? What do you think that word means? Does that word remind you of another word you know?
I didn’t understand … so I...
I think that means…

Summarising: Retelling the main events in a story.
Questions:
In your own words, what are the main events in the story?
In the beginning…
In the middle…
In the end…
My favourite part is…

Inference: Identify how the character’s thoughts and feelings by using what they say and do and linking it to their own lives
Questions:
How do you think the character is feeling? Why do you think that? Have you ever felt the same? What did you do when you felt like that?
I think the main character is feeling… because…
I think the main character is thinking… because…
I felt this way when I… and I …

Predicting: Predicting what might happen from what they have read and the images they can see
Questions:
What might happen next? Why do you think that? What can you see in the picture? What did it say in the text?
I predict that… because…
I wonder if…

Evaluating (supported): Beginning to discuss the author’s vocabulary choices and the impact it has on them. Explaining they favourite words and phrases with reasons 
Questions:
Why do you think he used…? What is your favourite word/phrase? Why is it your favourite?
The author use… because they…
My favourite word/phrase is… because… 

Making connections: Make comparisons between the book they are reading and any others they have read
Questions
How is this book the same as another book you have read? How is this book different to another book you have read?
This book is the same as… because…
This book is different to… because…


Questions for Lower Key Stage Two (Year 3 and 4)

Clarifying: give or explain the meaning of words in context
Questions:
Identify one or two new words and find their meaning using an electronic device or dictionary 

Summarising: describe the main ideas from more than one paragraph
Questions:
In your own words, what are the main events in the part of your book you have read today? 
So far, …….

Inference: identify how information/content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole
Questions:
Using your own background knowledge and clues from the text, how would you describe the main character?
The main character is… and I know this because…

Predicting: predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
Questions:
What might happen next and what evidence is there? 
I think …… will happen next because in the text I read that… 
In the next chapter I think that….. will happen because…

Evaluating: Explain how meaning is enhanced through word choice
Questions:
How does the author’s/poet’s use of language affect the reader?
The author used words such as…. which made me feel… because ..
.
Making connections: make comparisons across books
Questions
How does this book compare to other books you have read?
This chapter reminds me of… because…
This book reminds me of… because…


Questions for Upper Key Stage 2 (Year 5 & 6)

Clarifying: give or explain the meaning of words in context
Questions:
Identify three new words and define them with example sentence.
Find and copy two words that have the same meaning.
Find and copy two words that have a different meaning.

Summarising: describe the main ideas from more than one paragraph
Questions:
What is the main theme/key idea?
What is the main idea of this paragraph and what are the key details?
Do you think the author/poet is trying to convey a message? Why?

Inference: identify how information/content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole
Questions:
What do we know about this character – what clues from actions, description or speech are there?
Where do you think this text is set and why?
What is the overall mood of the text and why do you think that? What impressions do you get?

Predicting: predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
Questions:
What might happen next and what evidence is there?
Do you think that… will change their behaviour? Why? Why not?
What might happen at the end of the story?

Evaluating: Explain how meaning is enhanced through word choice
Questions:
How does the author’s/poet’s use of language effect the reader?
How has the author/poet used figurative language effectively?
Which words create the mood of the text? Give two impressions this gives you of the …..?

Making connections: make comparisons within the text
Questions
How does what you read today link to the beginning of the text?
How does this book compare to other books you have read?
How does this story compare with other stories in the same genre 
or by same author?
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