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Dear Parents and Carers,

Re: Reading Books and Home-School Reading Records 

By the end of this week, we will be sending books home for children to read with you and for you to use alongside the Reading Records that were shared at the start of the school year. These reading records are an excellent way to communicate with your child’s teacher about your child’s reading at home. 

For our younger children in Reception and Key Stage 1, and some children in Key Stage 2, the books sent home will be ‘colour-banded’ books, carefully chosen to match their reading and comprehension level, which have been assessed this term. For many older children in Key Stage 2 who have moved on from reading colour-banded books, their reading book will be chosen from their class book corner; children will be able to choose a book that interests them and will be encouraged to make sure it is at the right level for them as a reader. 

It is important to remember than, when it comes to progressing from colour-banded books to independently chosen reading corner books, all children develop at different paces and there is not necessarily a ‘right time’ for this to happen. However, if you do have a question about the level of the book being sent home, please do get in touch with the class teacher.

We ask that all children read at home with an adult every evening if possible; this does not need to be a long reading session - ten minutes is enough. Alongside this, we would also encourage you to read books to your children at home; in terms of language development children benefit from being read to as much as they do from reading themselves, and it can also be a really enjoyable experience for children. Children’s books will be changed weekly. It is absolutely fine to re-read the same book with them more than once; in fact, this also supports children’s fluency, understanding and language development.

Whenever you do read with your child at home, please write the following in their reading record:
· Date
· Title of book 
· Page number (if appropriate)
· Adult comments – these shouldn’t be time-consuming for you to write. It can just be brief notes to let the teacher know how your child is getting on with the book at home, in terms of both their reading and their comprehension of what they have read. It is really important to ask your child questions about the story they are reading to make sure they understand it. Your feedback is important, so if you feel they are finding the book too easy or too challenging, please write that in this space. 
Children should also be writing in any comments they have about what they have read. These can be linked to the reading strategies they have been taught during the week at school. We are re-attaching some questioning and sentence stems for each year group that will support when writing their comments and reflections based on a range of reading strategies. 
An example of an ‘evaluation’ comment might be: ‘I really enjoyed reading how the author described the character when they were angry as they used language such as ‘gritted teeth’ which helped me to imagine the anger more clearly.’

Adults in school will also write in the reading record when they have read with your child in school or have read any of the comments that have been made by the children. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that all children have access to Bug Club (an online reading platform) that we will continue to use alongside sending books home so that children are able to access reading in different forms. If you are having any trouble accessing the account, please do speak with your child’s teacher and they can offer support. We are also re-attaching the parent guidance that was shared in Spring term so please do use it as a useful step-by-step guide in order to make the most of this fantastic resource.

Thank you all for your continued support. If you have any questions, please do get in touch.


Yours sincerely
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Headteacher	                                                                                           
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